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ADDITIONS TO COINAGE FOR COLONIAL VIRGINIA 
(SEE Plates XXVITI-XXIX) 


A classification of a series of coins always seems to stimulate 
numismatists to seek unlisted dies and combinations. When the 
varieties of Virginia halfpence were first published in 1956! it was 
suggested that readers communicate their findings to the author. 
A sufficient number of unlisted die varieties have been located so 
that a supplement seems timely. 

. The number of obverse production dies has been increased from 
17 to 22, four of the five new varieties being those without a period 
after GEORGIVS in the legend. The number of reverse production 
dies has been increased from 20 to 23, one new variety having 7 strings 
in the harp and the other two having 8 strings. The total number 
of combinations has increased from 22 to 28, but reverse die RM has 
not yet been found in any combination. These statistics do not in- 
clude the 1774 Virginia halfpence in silver (p. 37). Since a total of 
approximately 672,000 Virginia halfpence were struck (p. 22) the 
average production from a pair of dies seems to have been about 
30,000 coins on the basis of the dies now known. Since major die 
breaks and die deformities are not found on Virginia halfpence the 
dies must have been retired after showing any readily noticeable 
damage. 

The obverse production dies for Virginia halfpence, having been 
cut immediately following the issuance of the Royal Warrant of 
May 20, 1773, do not seem to have been well cared for because 
several obverse dies such as 4, 5, 24, and 27 show pitting from rust. 

In the 1956 monograph the archaeological evidence of the actual 
circulation of Virginia halfpence by their discovery in worn condition 
in the course of excavations in the restoration of Williamsburg was 
pointed out (p. 33), but no early written confirmation of circulation 
had then been found. However, in a pamphlet entitled On Monies, 


1 Eric P. Newman, Coinage for Colonial Virginia (New York, 1956), NNM 
No. 135. References by page number are to this text. 
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Coins, Weights, and Measures, published in Philadelphia in 1789 Vir- 
ginia halfpence are specifically listed as being found in circulation. 
The author of the pamphlet was John Beale Bordley who at the time 
of its publication lived in Wye Beach, Maryland and often visited 
nearby Philadelphia to see his wife’s family. This pamphlet is the 
first American “‘treatise on copper coin”’ as Bordley described it. In 
it he listed the weight of Virginia halfpence as 120 grains which is 
slightly more than the official weight of 116.7 grains (p. 40). Since 
many Virginia halfpence weigh 120 grains the reliability of Bordley’s 
comments is confirmed. He also mentioned Nova Constellatio coppers, 
genuine English halfpence, Birmingham halfpence, French, Dutch, 
and Spanish coppers as having been weighed and checked by him. 
Although he listed the weight of New Jersey coppers as determined 
by the New York committee report of March 5, 1787, he did not list 
them as coins he checked from circulation. He omitted any reference 
to Connecticut or Vermont coppers or Massachusetts cents and half 
cents. He thus reported copper coin in circulation in his native Mary- 
land and its vicinity and by so doing has shown that the circulation 
of Virginia halfpence had spread into areas surrounding Virginia 
by 1789. 

In 1960 archaeologists in Colonial Williamsburg while excavating 
the site of the residence and outbuildings of Anthony Hay found a 
Virginia halfpence under the dismantled remains of the residence, the 
date of the razing of which is not known. The finding of the coin 
under such circumstances was conclusive in proving that the resi- 
dence was still standing in 1775 when Virginia halfpence were in- 
troduced into circulation.’ : 

The Cohen hoard of over 2500 Virginia halfpence in uncirculated 
condition (p. 34) can now be traced back to Jacob I. Cohen (1744- 
1823) and to Israel I. Cohen (1750-1803), uncle and father respec- 
tively of Col. Mendes I. Cohen (1796-1879), of Baltimore. Jacob I. 
Cohen, after serving in the American Revolution, moved to Richmond 
in 1780 and joined Isaiah Isaacs in forming the well-known banking 
and trading firm of Cohen and Isaacs. Israel I. Cohen joined his 
brother in Richmond in 1784, and remained there until his death in 


* Sylvester S. Crosby, Early Coins of America (Boston, 1875), p. 290. 
’ The President’s Report, 1960, Colonial Williamsburg, p. 17. 
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1803. In 1806 Jacob I. Cohen moved from Richmond to Philadelphia 
and in 1808 the widow and children of Israel I. Cohen moved to 
Baltimore. In view of the fact that Mendes I. Cohen is quoted as 
saying that the hoard of Virginia halfpence came from his father,* 
their acquisition must have been between 1780 and 1803. It there- 
fore seems probable that the halfpence held by the Treasurer of 
Virginia were taken from Williamsburg to Richmond during the 
Revolutionary War when the Capitol was moved and that the hoard 
was acquired in Richmond by Israel I. Cohen, either directly or 
through Cohen and Isaacs. 

With respect to the 1774 Virginia halfpence in silver (p. 37) four 
known specimens were specifically mentioned. Crosby had known 
only of three. Edouard Frossard?® in 1879 said that there were “‘three 
or four specimens only in American cabinets,’’ but, referring to the 
specimen in the Bushnell sale in 1882, says, “certainly not 3 but 
10 or 12 of these, or more, are at present known.” Frossard’s com- 
ment must await possible corroboration. Two additional pieces can 
now be accounted for, consisting of another specimen in the Emery 
May Norweb collection, having been acquired in England and one 
piece currently offered for sale by Richard Picker in the April, 1962 
Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine, p. 1084. This accounts for a total 
of six pieces. 

It has been suggested in the review® of Coinage for Colonial Virginia 
and elsewhere that the rarity of the various combinations would be 
welcome. A sufficient number of specimens have now been examined 
to do so. The many varieties found in the Cohen hoard has resulted in 
uncirculated specimens being as frequently found as worn specimens. 
The varieties with a period after GEORGIVS. are about 14 times 
more numerous than those without it. Variety I-A, often improperly 


_referred to as the Virginia penny because of its greater weight and 


diameter (p. 40), composes less than 1 per cent of the total of known 
halfpence. 


‘ John W. Haseltine, Item 713 in his January 21, 1880 sale catalogue. See 
Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society (Boston, 1871), Vol. 11, p. 103. 
° Addenda to Monograph of United States Cents and Half Cents (Irvington, 
N. Y., 1879), p. 51; Numisma, Vol. 6, No. 3 (May, 1882). 

6 Walter Breen, The Numismatist (Feb. 1957), Vol. 70, p. 170. 
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The scarcity scale with a range of eight points was used in the 
preparation of the following table indicating the relative scarcity of 
the various varieties: 


COMBI- COMBI- COMBI- 
RARITY RARITY RARITY 
NATION NATION NATION 
I-A 8 8-H 3 21—N 8 
2-E 8 9-B 3 22-S 3s 
3-F 4 10-W 5 23-90 2 
4-G 5 11-D Z 23-R 5 
4-O 4 12-W g 24—-KK I 
4-P 6: 13-T 8 25-M I 
5-B 6 13-V 8 26-Y y) 
5-Z 6 15-D 7 27-J 2 
6-X 4 20-N 4 | 
7—-D 4 20-X 4 


A table of combinations of all known 1773 dies has been prepared 
in such a manner as to segregate the dies into their major types in 
columnar fashion and to show their interlocking. 


TABLE OF COMBINATIONS 
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A description of the previously unlisted dies follows: 
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NEW OBVERSES 


WITH NO PERIOD AFTER GEORGIVS 


I4I 


With 
Rev. 


W 


D 


64 ths of 

ts ieeen Special features 

of periods 

10 274 Third I of III low. Continuation of upright of R W 
in REX would clear underside of nose. Final pe- 
riod barely clear of right side of X and as close 
to curl as to right upper point of X. 

II 30 Center I of III slightly nearer I to left than I to 

. right. Period closer to I than to R. Last period 
slightly above center line of letters. 

12 30 Third I of III lower than other two. R in 
GEORGIVS tilts left relative to adjacent G. R 
in REX tilts to left. Last period below center 
line of letters. 

13 303 Middle I of III slightly nearer I on left than I on 
right. Period slightly nearer I than R. All letters 
widely spaced. Continuation of upright of R of 
REX would fall entirely on the front of the nose 
adjacent to the tip. Diameter through point of 
left leaf of three top leaves would almost touch 
right side of S. 

WITH LOW PERIOD AFTER GEORGIVS 
32 An irregular period after S is on the baseline of 
32 the letters instead of on the center line of the 
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letters. This period may actually be only a die 
injury. Second period closer to I than to R. S is 
not as close to 12 o’clock position as first I of IIT 
whereas in Obverse 7 (which is similar) S is 
nearer 12 o'clock than first I of III. 
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NEW REVERSES 


WITH SEVEN STRING HARP 


se With 
Letter Special features 


i Leaf ends opposite right portion of upright of I. R 13 
should tilt farther to right. Leaf ends close to and oppo- 
site right end of left base of A. Third I parallel to hori- 
zontal divider. 


WITH EIGHT STRING HARP 


V V is low and tilts right. Leaf ends opposite left end of 13 
base of first I. Second I touches arms. Third I slopes 
down to right relating to horizontal divider. Large lion 
clear of line. Going from top down tail ends of the three 
small lions are successively nearer the line. Leaf close to 
and ends opposite center of bases of A. Periods barely 
hihger than center lines. . 

W V is low and tilts to right. The 3 in the date is recut, I0 
having first been punched so as to touch shield. Leaf 12 
ends opposite left tip of first I. Leaf ends close to and 
opposite right tip of left base of A. Third I parallel to 
horizontal divider. Periods after 3 and after A higher 
than center line of letters. Two die breaks develop from 
border to left loop on bottom of shield. 


The plates of illustrations accompanying these notes contains the 
following additions, clarifications and corrections to the plates origi- 
nally published: . ; 


Obverses 10, II, 12, 13, and 15 and Reverses T, V, and W are new.? 
Reverses K, O and X are from better specimens than were 
originally available. 
Reverses N and Z were transposed on the original plate and are 
now properly identified. 
* Obverse 10 and Reverse W were described by Walter Breen as Lot 59 in the 
Catalogue of the New Netherlands Coin Co. Sale No. 51, held June 19, 1958. 
Richard Picker discovered 11—D, 12—-W and 15-D. Paul Weinstein located 1 3-T, 


which was originally published in Colonial Newsletter, Vol. 2, No. 4 (Oct.,i196r) 
Ted Craige found 13-V. : 
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All other obverses without the period after GEORGIVS and the 
other 8 string harp reverse have been included for ease of com- 
parison. 


The description of Reverse P in the original monograph (p. 46) 
is amended to state that the leaf points to the right side of the up- 
right of I and that the period after A is slightly above the center 
line of the letters. 

After the description of Reverse D (p. 44) there should be added 
Obverses 11 and 15 described herein. 

To complete the mention of all writers who previously published 
material on Virginia halfpence and whose work was not cited in my 
original monograph, I am glad to add Agnes Baldwin, Charles Little, 
and Phares O. Sigler.’ 

_ We are grateful to Richard Picker for his helpfulness in both die 
variety study and rarity determination. 


Eric P. NEWMAN 


® Agnes Baldwin, ‘‘The Virginia Halfpennies,’’ The Numismatist, Vol. 24, No. 8 
(Aug. 1911), p. 276; Charles Little, “Numismatics in Colonial Virginia,’ The 
Numismatist, Vol. 49, No. 11 (Nov. 1939), p. 895; Phares O. Sigler, ‘“The 
Coins of Colonial America,’ Chap. V, Coin Collectors’ Journal, Vol. 12, No. 1 
(Jan. 1945), Pp. 5. 


Obverses without Period after GEORGIVS XXVIII 
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XXIX 


Obverse with 
Low Period 


after 
GEORGIVS. 
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Reverses with 7 String Harp 


See original 
monograph for 
other 7 string 
harp reverses. 
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